Lesson Plan 10: Humans and (other) Animals
Lesson aims
· To introduce issues about the moral status of animals

· To consider the range of biblical perspectives on this topic

· To think about the arguments for vegetarianism, including biblical texts used in support

Resources
· PowerPoint presentation
· Biblical texts to display around the room

· Stopwatch
· A3 charts (one per student)
Starter Activity

Show the introductory video from the ‘Humans and (other) Animals’ section of the Beyond Stewardship website (find a link on Slide 2 of the PowerPoint or see http://ex.ac.uk/beyondstewardship). Invite the students to respond to the key question posed at the end of the video. 

Starter 2
http://www.understandinganimalresearch.org.uk/resources/video-library/ 

Choose a short video for the class to watch from the Understanding Animal Research website (note: website bias; warning: some students may find the content distressing). Discuss what the video tells us about some of the ways in which people treat animals (e.g. for human medical benefit; cruelly; not the same as humans). If you prefer, instigate a discussion about the ways that humans use animals in potentially cruel ways (using animals for sport: bullfighting, fox-hunting, shooting; breeding for meat, milk etc.; keeping animals in zoos, etc.).
Group work

Before the lesson, display the biblical texts around the room. Split the class into groups of three or four students. Each group now begins at a different text. The students have two minutes to read through the text and make notes on their charts about what they think the texts tells us about the relationship between humans and animals, for example: Are humans morally superior to animals? Is it acceptable for humans to eat meat? Does God value humans above other animals? When the time is up, the groups move around to a different text. When the groups have seen all the texts, call the class back together.

Whole class work

Run through the PowerPoint presentation, which shows the biblical texts and gives an analysis of each. Ask the students to contribute their own views as written on their charts. Students can also add to their notes following the discussion.

Plenary

Students to discuss the questions on the final slide with their neighbour and then share their ideas with the class.
Biblical texts
Display around the room
1. Leviticus 1:14-17
If your offering to the Lord is a burnt-offering of birds, you shall choose your offering from turtle-doves or pigeons. The priest shall bring it to the altar and wring off its head, and turn it into smoke on the altar; and its blood shall be drained out against the side of the altar. He shall remove its crop with its contents and throw it at the east side of the altar, in the place for ashes. He shall tear it open by its wings without severing it. Then the priest shall turn it into smoke on the altar, on the wood that is on the fire; it is a burnt-offering, an offering by fire of pleasing odour to the Lord. 

2. Deuteronomy 25:4
You shall not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain.

3. 1 Corinthians 9:9-10
For it is written in the law of Moses, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain.’ Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Or does he not speak entirely for our sake? It was indeed written for our sake, for whoever ploughs should plough in hope and whoever threshes should thresh in hope of a share in the crop. 

4. Luke 12:24
Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 

5. Mark 5:11-13
Now there on the hillside a great herd of swine was feeding; and the unclean spirits begged him, ‘Send us into the swine; let us enter them.’ So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the lake, and were drowned in the lake. 

6. Romans 8:19-23
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 

7. Genesis 1:30
And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. 

8. Genesis 9:1-4
God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. The fear and dread of you shall rest on every animal of the earth, and on every bird of the air, on everything that creeps on the ground, and on all the fish of the sea; into your hand they are delivered. Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you; and just as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. Only, you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 

9. Isaiah 11:6-9
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
   and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze,
   their young shall lie down together;
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy
   on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
   as the waters cover the sea.
Charts
(Enlarge to A3)
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